NOMAD

settled back in the staff car and spoke steadily in his
even voice the thoughts which coursed through his
mind.

"The progress of the Arab countries in the last
twenty-five years reflects world tendencies. First there
was a fragmentation into small states, and the fanatical
demand for complete independence. Recently we have
seen the formation of the Arab League as a regional
group, the-realization by the Arabs of their own weak-
ness to resist aggression, and the rapprochement of the
Arab League to Britain. But Britain has two attitudes.
The first is the idealist notion that every Arab country
should be independent. The second is the Victorian
idea that Arabs are ' natives ' or ' Wogs'; inferiors to
be kept in their place.

" We forget that Arab countries are liable to blow up
at any moment. We forget that those who want to help
the Arabs and plead for their independence may
thereby be handing them over to be exploited by a few
rich men.

"We also forget the emotionalism of the Arabs.
They react violently to snubs and give affection gener-
ously, because they are more moved by emotion than
by reason. They are more likely to bestow affection on
a chap with whom they have a natural sympathy than
on a man, however deserving, whose personality does
not appeal to thfem. Therefore, selection of the right
personalities is more important than decrees."

The truck which was escorting us was out of sight in
the wadi, so we waited for it to reappear with its bunch
of bedouin bristling with guns.

"Arab nations/' he continued, "have got inde-
pendence just when transport has broken down the
desert barriers, at a time when modern communications